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Us Involvement in the Middle East
What are the reasons for US involvement in the Middle East?
The involvement of the United States in the Middle East has sparked various political rhetoric in the United States and in the world. Most American governments have cited oil, national security, and interests, protection of Israel, international dominance among others as reasons for American involvement in the Middle East. However, some critics have often argued against American involvement in this area sitting its unnecessity in the first place (Chomsky, Achcar, & Shalom, 2015).
Oil interests
In 1953, the CIA overthrows the democratically elected Iranian president replacing him with a puppet king expected to heed to America’s oil interests. Iran under increased dissatisfaction with American involvement in their internal affairs staged a revolution and invaded the American embassy in 1979 in Iran and held Americans hostage, a situation that significantly hurt Jimmy Carter’s presidency. The American imposed shah had increasingly fallen out of favor by the Iranians tired of his brutal dictatorship. The situation was hostile prompting him to seek refuge in American. The Iranians were upset by the American hospitality to the unpopular Shah.
International influence. 
The United States considers herself a superpower thus expected to stamp influence and authority across the globe. They thus get involved in various global conflicts and agreements. Egyptian president Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal in 1956 which had been under British and French control. Nasser was reacting to failure by the American and British government to suspend funding for construction of the Aswan High Dam on grounds of Egypt’s increasing communist ties.
Protection of Israel
The Americans have for years participated in Middle East affairs because of their desire to protect Israel, a country that they consider endangered by hostile Arab neighbors. The Yom Kippur war was a coordinated effort 1973 by Syria and Egypt to reclaim territories occupied by Israel caught the Israelis by surprise during their holiest day of the year, Yom Kippur. The Arab-Israeli crisis precipitated American involvement to bring peace between Israel and Egypt. Negotiations at Camp David gave birth to the Camp David accords under the watch of President Jimmy Carter.
Fighting terrorism
The increased involvement of America in the Middle East further angered the Arab rebel groups. The Lebanese Civil War intervened by the United States and other western countries. This lead to increased pressure from the terrorist organizations that later organized to bomb the American embassy in Lebanon killing 63 people including 17 Americans.
The fight against terrorism has also been a reason for American involvement in the Middle East. Saddam Hussein had interests in Kuwait oil fields that he claimed were part of Iraq. The United States was careful not to let Iraqi invasion of similar oil fields in Saudi Arabia and other allies. They rushed to deter Saddam’s aggression in the Gulf war in 1991. The increasing dissatisfaction of Arabs because of American interference in the Middle East slowly culminated into the deadliest terrorist attack in the history of the world on 9/11. President Bush believed that Saddam had weapons of mass destruction thus prompting an invasion of Iraq and capture of Saddam in 2003. The invasion of Iraq has been criticized by many Americans as a very unwise move from Bush the 43rd and his administration. The war continued to 2011 when President Obama officially withdrew American troops. At that time the Arab Spring had taken a course with various Arab countries staging revolutions in search for democratic governments (Krieg, 2016).
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